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Syllabus:
•  Who?

•  What?

•  Why?

•  When?

•  Where?

•  How?

WHO. . .

•  . . .at nasa accepts Solicited Proposals?
-  NASA Headquarters Program Offices:

.  Office of Space Science (Code S)


.  Office of Life & Microgravity Sciences and Applications 


(Code U)

.  Office of Mission to Planet Earth (Code Y)

•  . . .at nasa accepts Unsolicited Proposals?

-  NASA Headquarters (rarely): Codes S, U, & Y

-  NASA Field Centers (common, but becoming less so):

.  Langley Research Center


.  Lewis Research Center


.  Ames Research Center


.  Johnson Space Center

WHAT?

•  Solicited Proposals 

-  In response to a formal NASA Program Announcement:

.  NASA Research Announcement (NRA);

.  Announcement of Opportunity (AO);

.  Cooperative Agreement Notice (CAN);

.  Request for Proposal (RFP).

-  Program funds (usually) exist & NASA must review proposals.

•  Unsolicited Proposals 


-  Submitted at discretion of proposer but must conform to 


applicable NASA policy:

.  Proposal standards comparable to that in typical NRA.

.  Incumbent on proposer to seek relevance to NASA. 

-  NASA not obligated to review unless of interest and funds exist for support in case proposal warrants funding.

WHY?

(. . .are research announcements released by NASA?)
•  Key point: NASA is chartered to carry out space science through distinct programs authorized by Congress through individual budget lines.  Thus relevance to NASA programs is key criteria for support by Agency.

•  Basic Research & Analysis Program

-  Supports proposals relevant to past/present/future missions.


-  Proposals solicited by the NASA Research Announcement (NRA) and



occasionally by a Cooperative Research Announcement (CAN).
•  Space Flight Missions

-  Provides science investigations for specific missions, both unique 



(e.g., Galileo) and on-going programs (Discovery, Explorers).


-  Proposals solicited by NASA Announcement of Opportunity (AO).
•  Specific Research Infrastructure Activities

-  Provides services for major research activities (e.g., scientific



 balloons by the National Scientific Balloon Facility).


-  Proposals for services solicited by a Request for Proposal (RFP). 

WHY?  (continued)
(...an Introduction To The Nasa Office Of Space Science)

•  National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA): 


An independent Federal Agency of the United States (U.S.)


created by the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958.  

•  NASA mission: Stated in the NASA Strategic Plan (1997) --

- To advance and communicate scientific knowledge and understanding of the Earth, the solar system, the universe, and the environment of space for research;

- To explore, use, and enable the development of space for human enterprise; and

- To research, develop, verify, and transfer advanced aeronautics, space, and related technologies.

•  Office of Space Science (OSS): Research is carried out through Supporting Research and Technology (SR&T) and space flight investigations sponsored by OSS science “theme” programs :

-  The Sun-Earth Connection.  The physics of the Sun as a star and how its variable outputs of photons and plasma create and/or influence interplanetary space and the space environments of the planets.

-  Solar System Exploration.  The origin, evolution, and physical characterization of the planets and their moons in the Solar System.

-  Structure and Evolution of the Universe.  The physical characterization and study of the Universe, of its constituent  stars and galaxies,  and of its origin and evolution.

-  Astronomical Search for Origins and Planetary Systems.  The quest for evidence of planetary systems elsewhere in the cosmos, and the study of the necessary and sufficient astronomical circumstances for the origin of life.

WHEN and HOW?

•  NASA Research Announcement (NRA)

-  Omnibus OSS NRA released January; others as needed.

-  Considerable freedom on part of proposer to specify objectives.

-  Generic types:


.  Comprehensive SR&T programs for specific science 
disciplines (e.g., “Solar Physics;” “Exobiology”) .

.  Guest Investigator programs for existing missions.

.  Suborbital rocket & balloon investigations.

.  Special topics of high current interest (e.g., Mars meteorite).

•  NASA Cooperative Agreement Notice (CAN)


-  Relatively rare, 1 or 2 per year; similar in format to a NRA.

-  Used where research is to be carried out in close cooperation with NASA, i.e., “... whenever ... substantial involvement is expected between NASA and the recipient during the performance of the contemplated activity;” e.g., the formation of an “institute” to achieve desired research goals.

WHEN and HOW? (continued)

•  Announcement of Opportunity (AO)

-  Currently about 2-4 per year, for specific programs.

-  Requests research investigations for which flight hardware 


may be required, or to serve on a mission Science Team.

-  Generic types:


.  On-going space flight programs having “line item” funding (e.g., Discovery, Explorer, and New Millennium programs).

.  Unique programs (Mars Pathfinder; Hubble Instruments).

•  Request for Proposals (RFP)

-  Ad hoc, average one per year.

-  Characterized by stating precise performance specifications.

-  Types:


.  To provide a service or hardware item that exactly conforms to Government specifications.

.  To operate a Government-Owned, Contractor-Operated 
facility (e.g., National Scientific Balloon Facility). 

WHERE?

(...are OSS NASA Program Announcements announced/published?)

•  Commerce Business Daily (CBD)
-  Government Printing Office (GPO) daily publication 

(~$325/yr).

-  By law, must announces all Government solicitations for any 

product or service.

-  Announcement appears once, >15 days prior to release: 
includes synopsis, due date, & contact for information. 

•  NASA OSS E-Mail Notification
-  Used by NASA as a courtesy to interested subscribers.  

-  Notifications sent about same time as CBD announcement 


(gives 15 to 20 day alert of release date).

-  Select “Get E-mail Announcements” from OSS homepage at <http://www.spacescience.nasa.gov>.

WHERE? (continued)

•  Ad Hoc Venues
-  Usually promoted by responsible OSS Program Scientist:

.  Discipline-unique publications (e.g., AAS Newsletter; 


AGU EOS).

.  Verbal announcement at discipline-unique meetings.

-  Commercial publications as news story (e.g., SpaceNews).

•  Office of Space Science World Wide Web Homepage
-  May be linked thru NASA Homepage:  <www.hq.nasa.gov>.

-  Direct access: <www.spacescience.nasa.gov>.

.  All OSS program announcements listed for downloading 


in variety of common formats by opening “Research 


Opportunities” from menu.

.  Only location for text unless no access to Web, in which 


case printed copies may be requested.

.  Each listing may be followed by Questions/Answers and/or 
other post-announcement information.
